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1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the amendment filed 
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10/24/2007 has overcome the technical; deficiencies and the prior art of record. The prior art bf 

record fails to teach or fairly suggest means for generating a third signal at a ! first output of the 1 
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: level-q comparator block, indicating that the numbers N and P are equal if the n first signals j 
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indicate that the n bits Ni and the n bits Pi are equal, and otherwise indicating that the numbers N 
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and P are not equal; and first selective jpassage means enabling the second output of a basic ! 

■ : • ! ! ■ • 11 j i ■ . . ; i i 

comparator block to be selectively connected to a second output of the level- 1 comparator block, 

• ■ i • . ■ i ; 
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v/hich basic comparator block, from among the basic comparator blocks having a second signjal 
at their second output, processes higher-order bits, with the signal present at the second output of 
the level- 1 comparator block indicating which of the numbers N and P is greater as called for in 
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claims 1,17 and 18. Therefore, claims 1-18 are presently allowed. 
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